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Druid Hills Church, Atlanta, where Dr. Alston 
is now minister. Below are the Rock Spring 
Church, Atlanta, and the First Church, Charles- 
ton, W. Va. (bottom), former pastorates. 


WALLACE M. ALSTON 


Sermon on page five. 
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AT THE HEART OF THE PASTORAL CHANGE 
PROGRAM—An Editorial 


IS THE DAY OF MASS EVANGELISM OVER? 
By William E, Hill, Jr. 


ASSEMBLY IS OVERTURED TO EDUCATE FOR 
PEACE 


PROTESTANT LEADERS CALL FOR DAY OF 
PRAYER BEFORE SAN FRANCISCO MEETING 


JOSEPH M. GARRISON, STUDENT WORK 
DIRECTOR, TO TAKE PASTORATE 





























LETTERS 


Freedom of Religion 


Sirs: 





In the plans for a new world, would it 
not be well to consider the following pro- 
vision which President Wilson wished to 
have embodied in the covenant of the 
League of Nations? 

“Recognizing religious persecution and 
intolerance as fertile sources of war, the 
powers signatory agree, and the League of 
Nations shall exact from all states seeking 
admission to it, the promise that they will 
make no law prohibiting the free exercise 
of religion.” 

H. SS. FICKE 
Department of English, 
University of Dubuque, 
Dubuque, lowa 


Readers’ Reactions 
Sirs 
. Thank you for the constructive job 
you are doing for the entire church 
through THE OUTLOOK. 
PAUL D. HANNA 
Falfurrias, Texas 


Sirs: 

I teach the men’s Bible class at the 
North Vanguard church here and I like 
Dr. Thompson's wonderful and masterful 
explanation of the Sunday school lessons, 
as well as other very timely articles. 

WM. HORNE 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Railroad and Ministers 
Sirs: 

The “Editor’s Note” following my let- 
ter under the heading “Liberality Towards 
Ministers” (Letters) in the March 19th is- 
sue of THE OUTLOOK clearly shows that 
you missed the point entirely. ‘ 

You will find that my letter reads, these 
favors “in my opinion are not favors in the 
sense referred to by your correspondent,” 
whereas you have caused me to say that 
they are (instead of are not).* 

You say that Mr. Craft questioned the 
propriety of a minister's acceptance of 
these favors and that there was no inten- 
tion to criticize the railroads. 

Perhaps so. But what does he mean 
“Hereby the railroads are 
helping to support the local church. If 
they would promote the work of the 
church, let them give directly to the be- 
nevolent ‘ oa T happen to 
know of instances where the railroads 


when he says: 


cases, 


have made contributions to missionary en- 
terprises of the church and that in some 
instances, at least, our own benevolent 
causes have been benefitted by the passes 

*The unintentional omission of this cru- 
cial word from Mr. Johanson’s letter is 
deeply regretted.—Editors. 





Word Limit 


Letters to the editors for publica- 
tion in this department should be lim- 
ited, whenever possible, to 300 words. 
Except in unusual circumstances they 
will be cut to these proportions. 
Longer letters are occasionally printed 
when the pressure on these columns ts 
not too heavy, but usually they must 
be held for a long whiic, awaiting such 
an opportunity. 











given so graciously to our ministers. 

These so-called favors properly cannot 
be included in the same class with others 
providing ministerial discounts,” as you 
put it, if the term “ministerial discounts” 
is used to indicate something that is im- 
proper or unethical. 

Many people fail to comprehend or over- 
look the fact that the law governing the 
railroads applies also to all persons using 
them, including ministers. Favors as such 
are prohibited except those which are ex- 
pressly permitted including the granting 
of free passes to ministers and their ac- 
ceptance thereof under the conditions pre- 
scribed. 

The point I tried to make was that if 
the railroads are justified in granting 
these favors there can be no impropriety 
on the part of the ministers in their ac- 
ceptance; and my letter was for the pur- 
pose of defending the minister rather than 
the railroads as implied in your note. 

As a churchman and a railroad man, I 
do not see why anyone should raise ob- 
jection to ministers’ acceptance of these 
favors to which they are rightfully en- 
titled as expressly provided in the law. 

J. E. JOHANSON 

Southwestern Freight Bureau, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Warning on Sabbath Observance 
Sirs: 

In its report to the 1944 Assembly the 
permanent committee on the Sabbath en- 
deavored to set out clearly certain Scrip- 
ture passages on the Sabbath Law, to in- 
terpret them and to apply the teaching to 
practices in modern life. In that presenta- 
tion two questions of great importance 
were left unanswered, namely: What is a 
work of necessity or mercy which it is 
permissible to do on the Sabbath? and, 
What is the intent and spirit of the Sab- 
bath according to which everything done 
on the day should be in keeping? 

In reference to these two questions I 
would say: First, A work of necessity is 
such a work as is absolutely needful for 
the immediate well-being of ourselves, our 
dependents, cattle or property, which by 
prudent management could not have been 
done on a preceding week-day, or which 
could not be left undone till the end of 
the Sabbath And a work of mercy is 
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such work as is a charitable and Christian 
ministry to the necessities and comfort of 
ourselves, members of our family, friends, 
those to whom we should be neighborly, 
and cattle. 

Second, What is the intent and spirit 
of the Sabbath? Certainly two things are 
included, namely, the sanctification and 
keeping holy of the day, and the cessa- 
tion of all worldly work and recreation 
which are lawful on the other six days of 
the week. 

Our ministers all know, if they have not 
overlooked it, that the Assembly in its 
adoption of the report of the standing 
committee on the Sabbath instructed: 
“That all our ministers and members em- 
Phasize by precept and example the joy 
and the benefit to be derived from sin- 
cerely doing those things for which the 
Sabbath was given. - 

Brethren, how fully and faithfully have 
we endeavored to carry out the instruc- 
tion of the Assembly? We, as Chrisitans, 
are facing testing situations. . .. The 
way the Sabbath is observed is one of the 
pagan symptoms of America. When the 
Sabbath is lost, worship ceases, religion 
declines, the church apostatizes, the nation 
becomes pagan and men, women and chil- 
dren are lost. “REMEMBER THE SAB- 
BATH DAY TO KiEEP IT HOLY.” 


Winnsboro, S. Cc. 


RADIO 








PRESBYTERIAN BROADCASTS 
Sunday Mornings—8:30 A. M. (EWT). 
Sunday, April 8 


Wallace M. Alston, pastor of Druid 
Hills Church, Atlanta, ‘““‘What God Can 
Do With Life’s Brokenness.” 


Sunday, April 15 

James A. Jones, pastor, Myers Park 
Church, Charlotte, N. C., ‘‘Having Faith 
in the Future.” 

Stations carrying these broadcasts 
are: WINX, Washington; WRVA, Rich- 
mond; WDBJ, Roanoke; WPTF, Ra- 
leigh; WSJS, Winston-Salem: WBIG, 
Greensboro; WWNC, Asheville; WSOC, 
Charlotte; WIS, Columbia; WSPA, 
Spartanburg; WTMS, Charleston, S. C., 
and WJAX, Jacksonville. 





Network programs presented by co- 
operating denominations and of particu- 
lar interest to Christian people include 
the following, (Eastern War Time): 


Sundays 

NBC, 10:00 a. m., National Radio Pulpit, 
Ralph W. Sockman. 

MUTUAL, 10:00 a. m., Radio Bible Class; 
10:30 a. m., Radio Chapel. 

CBS, 10:00 a. m., Church of the Air. 

BLUE, 2:30 p. m., National Vespers, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


Through the Week 
BLUE, 8:15 a. m., Monday-Friday, Your 
Life Today. Drs. Sizoo, Bonnell, Shoe- 
maker, Jesse Wm. Stitt, and Ketcham. 


Saturdays 
NBC, 6:45 p. m., Religion in the News, 
Walter W. Van Kirk. 
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Day of Prayer is Set 
Pointing to Success of 


San Francisco Meet 


Effort Made to Gain Support 


Of Church Bodies Around World 


New York (RNS).—Leaders of 25 
Protestant denominations, six inter-de- 
nominational agencies, and three 
branches of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, issued a joint call here for a 
special Day of Prayer for the success of 
the United Nations Conference at San 
Francisco. The appeal designated Sun- 
day, April 22, and Wednesday, April 
25, the day the conference opens, as 
the occasion for united intercession. 

To secure a world-wide concert of 
prayer, a similar appeal has been cabled 
to church bodies in Europe, Asia, Af- 
and South America through the 
World Council of Churches and the In- 
ternational Missionary Council. 

Reasonable Hope for Peace 

The message, released through the 
Federal Council of Churches, warned 
that failure of the United Nations Con- 
ference would ‘‘mark a long step toward 
a third world war,’ stressed the concern 
of the church leaders for the outcome 
of the deliberations, and expressed be- 
lief that suecess of the conference can 
offer ‘‘reasonable hope for the develop- 
ment of a just and durable peace.” 

Among the signers were Metropolitan 
Antony Bashir of Brooklyn, N. Y., Sy- 
rian Antiochian Orthodox Church; the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Bohdan of New York, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America; 
and the Most Rev. Theophilus Pash- 
kovsky of New York, Russian Orthodox 
Greek Catholic Church. 


rica, 


Other signers included Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam of New York, presi- 
dent of the Federal Council; Com- 


mander Harold Stassen, president of the 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation; Mrs. Harper Sibley of Rochester, 
president of the United Council of 
Church Women; Dr. Robert M. Hopkins 
of New York, chairman of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America; 
Dr. Douglas Horton of New York, chair- 
man of the American Committee for the 
World Council of Churches; and Dr. 
Herman N. Morse of New York, presi- 
dent of the Home Missions Council of 
North America. 

Dr. Charles L. King, Houston, Texas, 
Moderator of the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Genera! Assembly was one of the 
signers. 





NEWS BRIEFS 


Albany, N. Y. (RNS).—A series of 
monthly discussion meetings between 
ministers, rabbis, and labor union lead- 
ers was launched here with John Ram- 
say, field representative of the ClO’s 
Steel Workers’ Union, as_ principal 
speaker. Intended to promote better 
understanding between the church and 
labor, the meetings have been arranged 
to discuss points of difference, arising 
from misunderstanding of each other’s 
attitudes and actions, 








New York.—At least 50 cities will 
hold one-day conferences for ministers 
and laymen from November 26 to 30 
to prepare for the united emphasis in 
lay evangelism planned by major Prot- 
estant denominations in 1946, it was 
announced here by Jesse M. Bader, 
executive secretary of the department 
of evangelism of the Federal Council 
of Churches. To be held in coopera- 
tion with local councils of churches and 
ministerial associations, the conferences 
will train ministers and laymen in yari- 
ous phases of visitation evangelism, 





Louisville, Ky. (RNS).—A sub-com- 
mittee of the Southern Baptist Social 
Service Commission is on record ‘‘urg- 
ing Congress to postpone action on any 
compulsory military training policy un- 
til this present war is ended and until 
the machinery of peace that is already 
being set up shall have time to demon- 
strate whether or not so radical a de- 
parture from our past policy is neces- 
sary for adequate national defense.” 
Dr. J. B. Weatherspoon, professor in 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
here, has sent an appeal to the Baptist 
press asking people generally to com- 
municate such sentiments to their na- 
tional representatives and_ senators. 
“This is not a plea for inadequate de- 
fense,’’ Dr. Weatherspoon stated, ‘‘but 
for caution and deliberation until we 
know how extensive a program will be 
needed in the new era of the United 
Nations.’”’ 








NOW, NO SUMMEK CONFERENCES? 
The statement reported here last 
week from the ODT did not mean what 
it seemed to say regarding summer con- 
ferences and assemblies, according to re- 
liable authorities. From within the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., news of 
plans at the conference centers is ex- 
pected within the next few days. It ap- 
pears that the ODT does not mean by 
conferences what the church does. 





Assembly Overtured 
To Guide Church On 


Peace Requirements 


Church Session Asks That 
Committee Be Named for Task 


Concerned because of no organized 
effort on the part of his denomination 
to stimulate and guide its members in 
the present issues of peace and world 
organization, a layman has carried his 
vision to the session of which he is a 
member with the result that his fellow- 
elders are overturing the next General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., to take immediate steps to get 
in stride with other Christian bodies 
throughout the land in a program of 
education and action, 

Walter H. Shirey, treasurer of a Rich- 
mond coffee roasting concern, and an 
elder in the Ginter Park Presbyterian 
Church, on his own initiative, carried 
his resolutions to a recent meeting of 
the church’s session, and found that 
they met with overwhelming favor ne- 
cessitating additional meetings in order 
that the overture might carry the full 
weight of conviction felt by these lay- 
men. Assigned by the session to col- 
laborate with Mr. Shirey in the final 
draft of his resolutions were Henry M. 
Brimm and §. J. Patterson, Jr. 

The overture being submitted by the 
session of this church is as follows: 


Longtime Results 


Whereas, it is apparent that upon the 
outcome of plans for peace and world 
order, now taking form in the councils 
of the great powers, the welfare of man- 
kind will depend for generations to 
come; and 

Whereas, many thoughtful people, re- 
calling the bitter failures of past ef- 
forts toward world peace, have reached 
the sound conclusion that to be just and 
equitable and enduring, the peace for 
which we pray must be founded on, 
and sustained by, the principles of 
Christian morality: and 

Whereas, there is manifest confusion 
in the minds of many of our people, as 
they seek to understand and evaluate 
the peace proposals before them and to 
judge these plans in the light of knowl- 
edge to the end that they may bring to 
bear upon the ideas and ideals involved, 
the full power of their Christian con- 
victions; and 

Whereas, in the midst of this urgent 
crisis our people look anxiously to their 
church for instruction and guidance; 
and 


Church Stands Almost Alone 


Whereas, among the strong Protest- 
ant denominations our church stands 
almost alone in having failed to provide 





4 THE 


such information and direction for its 
members through a specific department, 
or committee, or other agency, 


Be it resolved, That the session of 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church re- 
spectfully overture the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 


1. To recognize and affirm its obliga- 
tion to instruct and guide its people in 
the principles of a Christian peace; 


2. To appoint a committee on a Chris- 
tian peace, charging it with the duty 
of conducting an educational program 
designed to reach every member of our 
church and to acquaint the people of 
our nation with the Christian princi- 
ples which our church believes must 
undergird any peace that would hope 
to be enduring; to provide for the main- 
tenance of this committee throughout 
the years when we shall be striving to 
establish a just world order; to grant 
this committee the right to speak in 
its own name upon matters with which 
it is concerned, and to utilize available 
channels of publicity in awakening ow 
entire membership to the responsibili- 
ties each individual has as a Christian 
and a world citizen; 


Seek Non-Vacation Month 


3. To set apart one month of each 
year, other than June, July or August, 
during which all organizations of the 
church—officers, men, women, young 
people, Sunday school classes, etc.— 
will be encouraged, under the guidance 
of the above committee, to study and 
discuss the problems involved in estab- 
lishing and maintaining a Christian 
peace; 


4. To give earnest consideration to 
the erection of a Department of Chris- 
tian Relations, furnished with a perma- 
nent secretary and functioning as an 
executive committee of our church, em- 
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powered to speak in its own name on 
matters involved in the church’s rela- 
tion to society, to the end that pressing 
needs of our people may be recognized 
and met as they arise, without the ne- 
cessity of appointing such special com- 
mittees as that for which this overture 
is made. 


Reconciliation of Church and 
Moscow Seen As Difficult Task 


Paris (RNS, By Wireless, copyrighted 
1945).—Renewal of relations between 
the Russian Orthodox Church in west- 
ern Europe and the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate will be “a long and most difficult’”’ 
task, 78-year-old Metropolitan Eulogius 
told Religious News Service in an inter- 
view here. The Metropolitan, who is at 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate at Istanbul, re- 
cently petitioned 


present 


Alexei for 
readmission of the four emigre dioceses 
under his control to the jurisdiction of 
the Patriarch in “We 
been separated for 25 years,” 
declared, ‘‘and we must first prepare 
Russian emigrants for this rapproche- 
ment. This will not be easy, because 
many are still suspicious of the Moscow 
Church, believing that the reestablish- 
religious freedom has meant 
also the establishment of political ties.’’ 

“There can be no question of politics. 


Patriarch 


Moscow. have 


Eulogius 


ment of 


We are interested only in religious mat- 
ters. Emigrant circles here, however, 
still feel that the recent change in Rus- 
sia was dictated by opportunitism, and 
that after the will be an 
about-face by the state and the church 
will be persecuted.”’ 


war there 





it is one that comforts people. 
and his love. 


ment of personality. 
a personal Father, 
discomfort 


Does your come 


pardoned; she hath received of the 


bring my soul out of trouble.’’ 
or any other kind? 


— 


am with you alway. 
it come from despondency? 
to give you the kingdom.’ 


The Way to Strength 


POOR Chinese woman, evidently in é 
our missionaries. ‘Tell me,” she said, ‘‘about your religion. 


Both the missionary and the woman were right. 
claims and provides for that very thing. 
claim a place in man’s life and that pretend to answer its question lack the ele- 
The Christian religion, on the contrary, beginning with 
wrought out through a personal Savior, applied by a per- 
sonal Spirit, appeals to the personal soul and speaks to it in its own voice. 
from 
Lord’s 
Does it come from a sense of unworthiness? 
Does it come from weariness 
“He will rest in his love.”’ 

I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”’ 
“Fear not, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
‘In all these things we are more than conquerors.” 


By GEORGE SUMMEY* 





great distress, came to one of 
I hear 


And he told her the story of Christ 
ca 


The Christian religion 
Most of the so-called religions that 


a sense of sin? 


hand 


“Her iniquity is 
double for all her sins.” 
‘For thy righteousness’ sake 
war-weariness 
Does it come from loneliness? 


Does 





What should the discomforted do? 
three times a day! 


Read the Twenty-third Psalin about 
“This is the victory that overcometh 
Resort to more prayer. 
worrying) for nothing; but in everything 


Pray for more faith. 
the world, even our faith.”’ 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God; and the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.’’ And look to the bright side of things! ‘‘The pessimist 
is one who sees a difficulty in every opportunity; the optimist sees an oppor- 
tunity in every difficulty.”’ 


*New Orleans, La. 





“Be careful (anxious, 
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Stressing that “this is not my per- 


Metropolitan Eulogius 


sonal opinion, 
said: 

“T consider that what has already 
granted to the church in Russia 
cannot be taken away, and I thank God 
that the Russian people once more can 
pray freely. 

“We were all moved on learning of the 
new religious movement at home, and 


we are happy to see that the Soviet gov- 


been 


ernment realizes that a country cannot 
be governed without a church, since the 
chureh represents the moral force which 
must be reckoned with even if one has 
the strongest army in the world.’’ 

The Metropolitan stated that no offi- 
cial discussions have yet taken place for 
a reconciliation of the emigre dioceses 
with Moscow. He said that when nego- 
tiations begin they will be undertaken 
via Istanbul, since ‘I am at 
under the control of the 
Patriarchate.” 


present 
Ecumenical 


Russian Communism Remains 
Opposed to Religion 
The 


Times writes 


Moscow correspondent of the 
that the Russian educa- 
tion authorities have recently expressed 
their dissatisfaction over what they 
“the all too great tolerance shown 
to the reviving religious life in the So- 
viet Union.”? Teachers all over the coun- 
try were reminded of the guiding prin- 
ciples laid down by President Kalinin 
last year and which are still valid to- 
day. He gave the following instruc- 
tions: No one must be persecuted for 
The Communist 
Party, however, still maintains its view- 
point that religious belief is an error 
which can be rectified by an enlightened 
form of education.—I, C. P, I. S. 


term 


his religious beliefs. 


Labor Leader Says Church 
Did Net Help When Needed 


Pointing to the church’s opposition to 
labor and the labor movement in days 
when help was needed, Daniel J. Tobin, 
president of the Teamsters International 
Union, organization in the 
American Federation of Labor has de- 
clared that barred 
from the union of which he is head. Ac- 
cording to the report in the Christian 
Science Monitor, he declared, ‘‘There 
place for the ‘Teamsters Union 
Methodist Club’ or the ‘Teamsters Union 
Catholic Club’ in our organization. In 
the days when we were struggling to 
come to life and fighting oppression, 
some of the clergymen in some of the 
churches bitter oppo- 
nents. Now when labor is in the 
ascendancy and of some importance in 
the nation, we have different 


largest 


religious clubs are 


is no 


were our most 


branches 
of the church endeavoring to creep in, 
and eventually they will 
dominating influence within the labor 
unions through the back door. Tell 
your clergymen the union is created for 
the purpose of establishing economic 
conditions and for the purpose of dis- 
establishing religious hatreds and prej- 
udices.”’ 


look for a 
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The Sin Against the Future 


By WALLACE McPHERSON ALSTON 


“I lifted up mine eyes again, and behold a man with a 
measuring line in his hand. Then said I, Whither goest 
thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see 
what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof.”’ 

Zechariah 2:1, 2. 


i WHO are Christians are morally obligated to con- 
W cern ourselves about a problem that postwar’ days 

of rehabilitation and reconstruction will inevitably 
reveal. In understanding the nature of the situation, let 
us seek the help of an Old Testament prophet. One night, 
in the year 520 B. C., Zechariah went to bed with some- 
thing pressing upon his mind and heart with such weight 
and urgency that his sleep was disturbed by eight successive 
dreams, all bearing upon the problem with which he was 
struggling. 

No wonder the prophet was suffering from insomnia! 
Just see what was worrying him. The people who had been 
exiled in far-away Babylon had been permitted and en- 
couraged to return home when Cyrus, the Persian con- 


queror, came to power in 538. Many Jews took advantage 





of this offer and with energy and enthusiasm began to re- 
build the tempie, the city walls, their own homes; then to 
reorganize the affairs of state. Soon, however, the first en- 
thusiasm grew cold, and building operations ceased. A 
veritable paralysis was brought upon their efforts by op- 
position from the Samaritans and other surrounding tribes, 
by the limited resources and poverty resulting from the 
failure of crops, and by the religious indifference and skepti- 
cism of the people. Then, about the same time in the year 
520 B. C., an old man, Haggai, and a young man, Zechariah, 
took this matter upon their own hearts. Each felt that what 
happened in reconstructing the future was a responsibility 
that God had placed squarely on his lieart. It was this busi- 
ness of building the future that caused Zechariah to toss 
restlessly and to dream his eight successive dreams. 


Man With a Measuring Line 


Now see specifically what gave Zechariah such a night- 
mare. In that third dream, he sees a man with a measuring 
line in his hand. Zechariah asks the man where he is going. 
The man replies, ‘‘To measure Jerusalem, to see what is 
the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof.’’ Then, 
in the dream, two angels, one who has been talking with 
Zechariah, and the other who comes forward to meet him, 
are so distressed with the obvious intention and with the 
actions of the man with the measuring line that they in- 
terrupt him, delivering to him a message from God, for that 
man was in the act of committing a cardinal sin. Repre- 
sentative of many, if not most of his contemporaries, he 
Was sinning against the future. 

What is this sin against the future? There it is sym- 
bolized in the second chapter of Zechariah by the man with 
the measuring line in his hand. Do not let the cryptic lan- 
guage, or the figurative style of writing, or the vision of 





Dr. Alston is pastor of the Druid Hills Church, Atlanta. 
Born in what is now a part of Greater Atlanta, Decatur, 
he holds degrees from nearby Emory University and Co- 
lumbia Seminary, in addition to graduate and honorary 
degrees from other institutions. He has served the Rock 
Spring Church, Atlanta; the Maxwell Street Church, Lex- 
ington, Ky.; he was for three years director of young peo- 
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angels obscure it for you. There it is plainly: The sin 
against the future is to cramp it, or bankrupt it, or rob 
it—either through ignorance of God's intention for it, or 
through deliberate disdain for his purposes. With 
Zechariah’s vision before us, let us see if we can find the 
full force of this thing that threatens to continue the woes 
that beset us and to fasten them on the morrows. What 
was wrong with the man with the measuring line in his 
hand? 


I 


For one thing, he was sinning against the future by 
thinking of it and planning for it on too small a scale. 

This man, representing, we may believe, most of his 
nation, knew the length and breadth of what had been, and 
as he faced the future, he knew nothing else to do except 
to project the future on the same scale as the past. The 
concept that he had was narrow and mechanical. 
at his task, applying his measuring line. 


See him 
Hear him talking 
to himself about ‘“‘the good old days.’’ Listen as he measures 
the length and breadth of the city-that-is-to-be, murmuring, 
“Thus far and no farther. 1roW as it may, it will never 
exceed this.’’ Now, in Zechariah’s dream God calls a halt 
to this small-scale thinking and planning. He sends word 
to the man with the measuring line in his hand that he 
simply will not permit the future to be cramped, cabined, 
cribbed, and confined within the narrow limits of man-made 
boundaries. He warns this man—and he warns us—that 
the throbbing currents of life will overflow the borders and 
break down the barriers of the past little schemes and sys- 
tems that we construct. 

I like what Constantine is believed to have said when in 
the fourth century he resolved to erect a metropolis for his 
mighty empire. Setting out on foot at the head of a pro- 
cession, the emperor covered a vast area over seven hills, 
and then indicated to his subordinates the site which he 
had chosen for his city. When his attendants expressed 
astonishment at the breadth of the circuit he was taking, 
Constantine replied, ‘‘I shall still advance till he, my in- 
visible Guide, thinks proper to stop.’ 

In the months and years ahead we are going to be plagued 
by little, narrow, bigoted men with circumscribed minds 
who wili imsist upon charting the future, measuring the 
ground for the world that is to be, by the same little 
formulas, the same dimensions, the same ground-plans, th: 
same barriers and boundaries. And I believe God is goir.g 
to be attempting to say to us what he said to Zechariah’s 
man with the measuring line—‘‘Too small! Too small!” 


II 


Again, the man with the measuring line was sinning 
ngainst the future by thinking of it and planning for it with- 
out enlightened imagination. 

This man whom Zechariah saw in his dream was not only 
determined upon reconstruction by the same old dimensions; 
he was p:oceeding with the intention of building by the 
same ola pattern. Jerusalem had once been a mountain 
fortress. His idea was to reproduce the past in the new 
plans. I suppose it never occurred to him that that might 
be a mistake. 

As we tace the staggering task of clearing the wreckage 
after the war, and of trying to build on the ashes of the 
civilization that has been, we are going to need enlightened 
imagination. I know no better phrase for it. The imagi- 
nation is the picture-forming power of the mind; it is the 
creative faculty that is able to hold before the mind ideas 
and images independent of the external world. An en- 
lightened imagination is this creative faculty exposed to the 
truth of God. 

People have always sinned against the future when they 
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faced it without enlightened imagination. In 1886 the 
United States Commissioner of Labor made some pessimistic 
predictions in his annual report. Surveying conditions in 
the United States, all the necessary railroads and canals 
had been built, he said; a sufficient network of international 
communications had been established, and an adequate mer- 
chant marine had been developed. Then he added that in 
his judgment society should settle down and enjoy, what 
had been accomplished, since the next fifty years could not 
possibly see an advance comparable to that of the preceding 
half-century. When that prediction was made Thomas A. 
Edison was 39; Henry Ford, 23; Charles P. Steinmetz, 21; 
Madame Curie, 19; Robert A. Millikan, 18; Orville Wright, 
15; Marconi, 12; Einstein, 7—and the Compton brothers 
had not yet been born! 

But somebody says, “Oh, yes, but you are talking about 
scientific progress. I believe the future will see amazing 
but what about social progress? What 
about moral and spiritual progress? Is that not largely 
hopeless? Can anything be done but to face the reality 
that, human nature being what it is. we will always have 


scientific progress 


to keep sufficient armies and navies, for we will surely have 
wars. Human nature being as it is, we will always have 
poverty, trouble between management and labor, and strife 
between people of different races The Jew, being Jewish 
by nature, will always be persecuted. What can you ex- 
pect to do about such inevitables?’’ I tell you frankly, that 
is the way people talk to me, and you will have to forgive 
me when I tell you that I have come to the conclusion that 
most people, facing the future, are thinking of rebuilding 
(if at all!) by the same old patterns 

On the front page of one of the great Southern dailies 
some time ago there appeared, in one column, a gruesome 
story of the fight for Leningrad; in another, an account of 
a building project in the East—an old unfinished hotel that 
This project represents an invest- 
ment of $1,000,000, and it is to be a sanctuary for mem- 
bers of the social register only! It is to house 304 lifelong 
guests picked from the New York, Boston, and New Jersey 


is being reconstructed. 


areas. The criterion for the privilege of such luxurious 
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living consists of tracing a genealogy of exceptional distinc- 
tion. Do you prot see the point? In a shattered world of 
unimaginable heartbreak, have our most privileged and 
capable people nothing better to offer than a blueprint that 
provides security for a relative few? 

I beg of you, take seriously this rebuke that God sent to 
the man with the measuring line in his hand. After this 
gigantic tragedy is ended, to persist in building the same 
old nationalisms, the same old racialism, the same old 
aristocracies—God calls that the sin against the future! 


Ill 


And finally, the man with the measuring line was sinning 
against the future by thinking of it and planning for it with- 
out vital faith in God’s active Presence. 

The depth of this man’s sin against the future is revealed 
by the message that God sent to him. This surveyor was 
building his plans and planning his buildings without -in- 
cluding God in the calculations. He may have believed 
theoretically in God, but for all practical purposes he was an 
atheist. Like many of us, God just didn’t count for him. 
To take God into consideration as a real factor when he 
measured the future never occurred to him. And it hasn’t 
occurred to some of us. God calls a halt to all planning 
that is projected on the basis of a practical atheism. I think 
I hear those words speaking not alone to the man with 
the measuring line, but to us: “I will be the glory in the 
There is reason for 
hoping as we look ahead if we hear that and believe it. 

How can we possibly face the years ahead without this 
faith in the living God? How dare we plan, draw the blue- 
prints, or begin to build without seeking his will and enter- 
ing into companionship with him? Surely it is to our gen- 


midst of whatever you see ahead.” 


eration. who must think and act courageously in these days, 
that the divine voice is speaking, ‘‘Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God.’’ To move ahead without hearing this 
voice and yielding ourselves to this Presence is the unfor- 
givable sin against the future. 


Is the Day of Mass Evangelism Over? 


By WILLIAM E. HILL, JR.* 


\ NE SUNDAY evening in February forty-four people 
(adults and older young people) stood in the even:ng 
service and confessing the Lord Jesus Christ as thei: 

Savior, took their vows of church membership. The day 
before, forty-seven boys and girls, having confessed Christ. 
had gathered to begin a six-weeks communicants’ class lead- 
ing up to Easter Sunday. The next Sunday five more joined 
the chureh and four people came to the session requesting 
that their names be transferred from the retired roll to 
the active roll. 


Began Three Months Before 


This is only a small part of the results of a real revival. 
It be an three months before as the session prayed and 
deliberated for an hour each Sunday evening for several 
weeks, with the result that the Rev. Dan Graham was 
invited to hold a three-weeks’ meeting at West End Church 
in Hopewell, Va. 

There were many questions—would the meeting be just 
Would the people attend (with all the over- 
time work and gas rationing)? Would we be abkie to get 
the unsaved into the church for these services? Would it be 
just another series of services or a real revival? 

The session appointed committees and in the weeks that 
followed earnest preparation began 


a sensation? 


Each organization of 


*Pastor, West End Church, Hopewell, Va., and chairman 
of evangelism in East Hanover Presbytery. 


the church was asked to dispense with its January meeting 
and spend that time in personal work. Lists of prospects 
were drawn up and many people went out to try to lead 
others to Christ. The revival really began here. The pub- 
licity committee set to work making plans to advertise 
throngh outdoor billboards. over the radio, in the news- 
pepers, throu h printed cards and posters. Thirty neigh- 
borhood prayer meetings were held, led by the men of 
the church. some of whom had never led a prayer meeting 
before in their lives. A good song leader was secured, and 
both the young people and the adult choirs began their 
preparation. The prospect committee drew up a list of some 
two hundred names of prospects, and more than five hundred 
cards were sent out to indifferent church members and 
prospects. 

Then the meeting began Mr. Graham preached deeply 
spiritual, earnest and forceful messages. He exalted the 
holiness and sovereignty of God. He denounced sin in all 
of its forms in a serious and forceful way. He explained 
Night after 
ni ht and morning after morning he preached in the power 
end demonstration of the Spirit. Some Christians were first 
surprised, then shocked, then irritated, then convicted of 
their sins. Sometimes sinners became infuriated and left 
the church during the invitation, but it was noted that 
usual'y the next night they were back for more. Church 
leaders became at first restless, then dissatisfied, then hun- 
gry for a deeper experience with Christ. 


clearly and forcefully the plan of salvation. 
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During the first week the weather was intensely cold, but 
the church was filled every night and overflowed into the 
gallery every night except Monday and Saturday. The 
morning services were attended by a small group of earnest 
Christians. The second week was cloudy and rainy, but 
crowds continued to come and to increase. Sometimes it 
has been stated by people who have had little first-hand 
knowledge of evangelistic meetings that it is impossible in 
these days to get the sinners to come to church. It may 
be impossible, but it was done in this meeting. Hundreds 
of unsaved people attended the service. The down-and-outs 
came. The up-and-outs came. Every night the crowds 
overflowed into the balconies and many nights the’ entire 
balconies were filled. 

Following the meeting people joined almost every church 
in the city. No church failed to feel the influence of the 
meeting. More than 150 people professed faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and hundreds of people rededicated their lives 
to him. A colored pastor remarked, “That revival at West 
Kind was the greatest thing that has ever come to our 
city.”’ 


Affected Entire Church 

It was a revival which not only saved the lost. but which 
deeply affected the life of the church. Elders were trans- 
formed. Deacons were made over. One deacon came to my 
home the morning after the meeting and said, ‘‘Well. 
preacher, you have a new church member and a new 
deacon.”’ I said, ‘‘Who is that?’”’ He said, “It’s me. I am 
a new man in Christ Jesus.’’ Homes were lifted, family 
prayers begun, a blessing asked at the table, fathers and 
mothers started family altars centering their homes in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Debts were paid. Liquor books burned. 
Enemies were made friends. Young people were reclaimed 
from worldly lives to spiritual Christians. Every organi- 
zation in the church received new enthusiasm and zeal. A 
men’s evangelistic club is in process of formation as a re- 
sult of the meeting. 

On the Wednesday following the meeting a testimony 
service was held. Although it poured ‘down rain all day, 
a crowd of about 125 people gathered in the church. About 
forty people gave their testimony. Many voices were 
trembling with emotion as people stood for the first time to 
give a testimony for Christ. Among them were new con 
verts, church officers, and older Christians, young people anc 
boys and girls. One of the deacons stood up and gave his 
testimony who had never stood on his feet in public in his 
life before. In the deacons meeting following he led in 
prayer audibly for the first time in his life, as did two other 
deacons. The meeting Wednesday night was the most 
spiritual meeting of a board of deacons I have ever at- 
tended. 

What does it all mean? The day of mass evangelism 
is not over. Wherever God's people are willing to pray and 
seek his face and turn from their wicked ways, God hears 
their prayers and pours out a blessing. Those who say that 
the day of mass evangelism is over seem to forget that they 
are also insinuating that the Day of Pentecost is over. God 
forbid. What does it all mean? If such an experience as 
this could be duplicated in every church in our Southern 
Presbyterian Church, we would cease to be a ‘‘dying de- 
nomination’’ and become a militant power for Christ in this 
land. 

What does it all mean? It means that there is often- 
times a price to be paid and sometimes a division to be 
made. Such preaching and such an experience in some of 
our churches might mean the splitting of a church. It might 
mean the losing of wealthy and influential members, but it 
would also mean the strengthening of the church, a deepen- 
ing of spiritual lives, the quickening of our testimony, and 
the expansion of God’s Kingdom. It might mean some 
preachers being driven from their pulpits by the impact of 
God’s power, but such has ever been the history of the 
church. When God moves, men must move in step with 
him, or drop by the wayside. 
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Sometimes people dismiss a thing of this sort with a wave 
of their hand saying, ‘‘Emotional spree.’’ Such was not the 
case, however. Very little outward emotion was displayed 
in the meeting. Sometimes people flippantly say, ‘“‘It won’t 
last. Most of these folks will be back in sin inside of six 
months.” It is true that some of them will slip back. 
Jesus plainly told us that not all of the seed would bear 
fruit. However, over the experience of the past fifteen 
years, I am fully convinced that three-fourths of those who 
come in evangelistic meetings are truly saved and go on 
serving the Lord Jesus Christ. I can cite for proof the 
members of the board of deacons and the session of this 
church. For one example out of many, take Mr. K......., 
converted in an evangelistic meeting several years ago, after 
living in drunkenness and sin in his young manhood, is now 
conducting services in our mission chapel every week, teach- 
ing Sunday school and leading in the men’s work, serving 
as an elder inthe church. Or, take Mr. S......... Twelve 
years ago when we were having a tent meeting, he sat on 
the curb across the street and listened. He would not come 
any closer. At a meeting conducted the following year he 
came to the services and on the last night accepted Christ 
as his Savior. 


Officers in Church 


Our elders and deacons attend church. Almost any Sun- 
day night we have from eight to ten of our twelve elders 
present and some six or eight of our twelve deacons present. 
It is not uncommon to have every single elder present, and 
many times we have had every single deacon present for 
the Sunday evening service. Considering the fact that many 
of these men work shifts seven days in the week, this is 
abundant testimony to their earnest Christian faith and de- 
sire to serve the Lord. God saves and God keeps. 

Let me tell you finally of one of our elders, Mr. D. As 
a rigger foreman in a great industrial plant he could out- 
rig, out-cuss, out-drink and out-scrap the gang of them. 
He thought the church was full of hypocrites and sissies. 
One day the evangelist and I went to see him. A few nights 
later when the invitation was given in the tent, he stepped 
into the aisle, gave the preacher his hand, and the next 
Sunday joined the church. From that day on Mr. D. was 
a different man. His sons said, ‘‘The ‘old man’ sure has 
changed; he’s like a real father now.” 

Later the time came for Mr. D., a group chairman in the 
men’s club, to visit the jail, though one of the elders took 
me aside to say that it was a mistake to send Mr. D. down 
to talk to some of the very men he had drunk and gambled 
with. But Mr. D. went. 

About a week later I saw a man in front of the church 
one night. It was my friend, Paul, whom I had seen in jail 
many times. He said, ‘Mr. Hill, I’ve just gotten out of jail. 
About a week ago some men from your church came to see 
us. To our surprise who should be in the group but Mr. D. 
We had drunk and gambled with him many times. He 
came up and said, ‘Boys, I’ve come up here to tell you some- 
thing. Jesus Christ has changed my life. He has changed 
my home. Since I took him, I’ve been happier than I've 
ever been before and I want to tell you boys he will do 
the same for you.’ It was so straight, Mr. Hill, we just 
couldn’t say anything. Then the man with Mr. D. had a 
prayer and they gave us some smokes and left. When they 
had gone, one of the fellows sneered and said, ‘Oh yeah! 
he'll be back at his liquor in a little while.’ Then the 
worst one in the lot shouted, ‘Shut up, you fool; religion 
has made a man out of Mr. D. God knows, I’ve a notion 
to try it myself.’ ”’ 

No, the day of mass evangelism is not over. God is still 
mighty to save in large gatherings. 


“OO Lamb of God, thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power 

Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Are saved, to sin no more.”’ 
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EDITORIAL 





On Nominating Moderators 


In last week’s 


a news 


paper there appeared 

item reporting a 
the of 

and electing the moderator of the 


proposed 


change in method nominating 
Pres- 


byterian Assembly, U. S. A. 
After 


nominations it 


General 


some years of openly-sponsored 


the pro 
nounced judgment of that church that a 


has become 


better way should be discovered. The 
recommendation to be submitted to the 
next Assembly calls for nomination by a 


committee of the moderator 


and his four nearest living predecessors, 


composed 


After having 
throughout 
will 


received suggestions from 
the church committee 
three No other 


nominations, if this plan is adopted, may 


this 
submit names. 
be made from the floor of the Assembly 


This is one way which it 


campaigning, 


in is hoped 


to eliminate but, in our 
judgment, it is not the best alternative 
article (March 


thirt 


Ou 26) discussing the 
of 


“No the 
practice of the Church of Scotland where 


replies en former moderators 


said, one of them suggested 


the past moderators, with a few others 


form a nominating committee, bringing 


forward each year the name of a man for 
the post. This man so nominated is in- 


variably elected However, either their 
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innate modesty or their feeling that the 
church would prefer a more democratic 
than that of the mother 
church forbade their mentioning such a 
possibility.’’ 


procedure 


Though the USA proposal is a bit 
more open than the Scottish plan, it 
would not appeal to our Assembly, be- 


cause it 


What 


is too nearly a closed system. 
is the best plan we do not know. 
The proposal recommended to the USA 
Assembly, we are persuaded, is not 


which is needed. 


the 


one 


At the Heart of the 
Pastoral Change Problem 
When the 85th General Assembly of 
the Church, U. S., con- 
will before it 


Presbyterian 
May it 
recommendation 
the 
permanent 


venes in have no 


advocating experimen- 


tation with term idea 


the 
With only 13 pres- 


pastorate by 


its committee on min- 


ister and his work. 


byteries taking the trouble to express 
un opinion on the subject in time for 
the committee’s annual meeting, it 
seemed that there was insufficient con- 
cern to justify further action at this 
time, though the commiitee continues 


to be well aware of multitudes of press- 


ing——even insistent——situations. 
Many people are thoroughly con- 
vinced that no amendment is needed in 


our church’s system of pastoral change. 
They are satisfied with their own situa- 
tions experience and their ob- 
that any present difficul- 
ties can be met under existing facilities, 
that any kind of 
worse than present evils, 

to 


or past 


servation 


is 


or change would be 


However, the 


other 


in fairness 

that 
which 
improvement 


facts, it 
there 
make 
our 


must be said are con- 
kind of 
one of the 
church. Some 
of these are not so pronounced today as 


they 


siderations some 
in system 
imperatives before our 


few 


were a years ago because of 
at least four factors: Ten per cent of 
our ministers have gone into the army 
or navy chaplainey; much new work 
has been opened, offering new minis- 
terial opportunities; retirement provi- 


sions under the Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


have become effective: and there are 


fewer candidates for the ministry than 


during pre-war years. Some of 


the 
been 


points 
but 
not 


pressure have been relieved, 


fundamental problem has 
Neither 


admonitions 


solved it 
better Christians’’ 
the Holy Spirit’’ 
as necessary as both of these are. 


will be solved by 


to ‘‘be 


or to “trust more in 


Even now, a poll of almost any synod 
will show that a large majority of min- 
isters 


and elders 


indicate a desire fo 
some improvement in our present sys- 
tem, differing only in the course they 
believe it should take. Then, there are 
some hard and sometimes harsh fact 
which must be faced——situations which 


ii would be difficult to describe as pleas- 


inz to the Holy Spirit 


1. The fundamental policy of the 
church takes a sizeable handicap for 
granted at the very outset. No one 


hopes or prays or plans for the churches 
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of our General Assembly to forge ahead 
in any degree approximating 100 per 
cent efficiency. The Methodist system, 
with whatever shortcomings, projects 


its program on the basis of every church 
having the leadership of a pastor, while 
we know that in to offer oppor- 
tunities for pastoral change on any adc- 


order 


quate scale we must always have 20-25 


per cent of our churches vacant. If 
someone objects that such a large per- 
centage is unnecessary, then we admit 


that, theoretically, it is possible to have 
a general exchange of pastorate if only 
church out the 3,502 
with the customary 
frequently a year or 
(this, 


one of is vacant, 


but long vacancy, 
more between pas- 
added to our ineffi- 
ciency) it would take a lifetime to com- 
plete the circuit. If it pointed out 
that the last Assembly’s minutes show 
only (') 607 churches vacant, let it 
also be said that are having the 
approach am exchange of 
that we have seen in a long 


torates too, 


is 


we 
nearest to 


pastorates 


while. In recent years only since 1942 
have we had more than 350 vacancies 
(when the minutes were printed) and 


even during these times pastoral moves 

have been relatively few. 
With this large number of 

and 


vacancies 
intervals between pas- 
torates to begin with, we are confronted 


prolonged 


with an accepted inefficiency which is 
vitiating. To this must be added the 


other occupational hazards of misplace- 
ment, ineffective lack of ad- 
ministrative or other ability, sheer lazi- 
inability unwillingness to co- 
the church’s program until 
we begin to wonder how we have done 
as well as we have. 


service, 
ness, or 


operate in 


2. Hundreds of heart-breaking situa- 
tions another picture which, if 
God is compassionate, must grieve his 
heart. Let us grant that people or pas- 
are at fault—that all would be far 
if they were ‘better Christians” 
we still have the cause of Christ 
shame in 
everyone 


form 


tors 
better 
but 
put 
where 


to countless communities 
knows that a_ pastor 
and can’t. In some 
this always seems to be the 
after minister 
forced to leave, and children and young 
people grow into manhood and woman- 
hood looking upon their church as a 
can cite cases 
where this has been true for a genera- 
tion. 


ought to move 
churches 
case where minister is 


battleground, Anyone 


On the other extreme is the over-stay- 
ing pastor who cannot or will not move 
is submissive 
Meanwhile the work 
as a commission from 


along. The congregation 


or very patient. 
entrusted to him 


God 


zoes to secd. He may comfort 
himself by saying that God called him 
there and he will stay until God calls 


him somewhere else, but if he were en- 


irely frank he might have grave doubts 
about the fallibility of his original cal] 
or his willingness to hear God call him 


elsewhere. This is illustrated in a case 
where a minister forthrightly declares 
that if he the matter 
of his acceptability to his congregation, 


were to submit 
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after having served there for 10-15 
years, he knows his people would vote 
to release him. He does not seem to be 
aware that, by our traditions, one of 
the tests of a call of God to a specific 
work is whether or not a congregation 
will call a man as pastor. To remain 
where a considerable majority of a con- 
gregation would not confirm a call at 
any time would seem to be in viola- 
tion of the will of God. 

Many a man has lost hope and initia- 
tive because of his continued service in 
a non-productive field where another 
might come in and awaken it to life. 
His stimulus to new endeavor was long 
ago stifled; the bright vision with which 
he came to his field is long since for- 
gotten in time-serving monotony. His 
people are not unmindful of this, and 
the cause of religion in an entire com- 
munity suffers. 

3. Many of our laymen are willing to 
risk trial of a system which will enable 
them to effect pastoral changes without 
disruption, and which will provide a 
succession of pastors of greater or les- 
ser acceptability. They will not object 
to too young or too old a minister for 
a few years. They will not feel that an 
unworkable combination will have to 
continue indeiinitely, for they will know 
that arrangements can be made for a 
change without irreparable injury to the 
minister or serious tension in the con- 
gregation. Laymen are ready now for 
a change along these lines. Despite 
frustration of the Spirit of God in 
countless instances now, it is the min- 
isters, fearful of surrender of sover- 
eignty over themselves, not believing 
that God’s Spirit can work in any other 
way, who hesitate to experiment with 
other plans which might bring a solu- 
tion to this fundamental problem. And, 
as they take such a stand, earnest lay- 
men, fearful of offending them, slip into 
the background and will not contend 
for what they feel is for the best. 

This paper is not ready to espouse 
the idea of term pastorates or any other 
specific plan for pastoral change. We 
do say that it seems only fair and rea- 
sonable that this plan, approved by 
our Assembly’s committee after years 
of study, should be permitted for trial 
by those ministers and churches willing 
to experiment with such a system. Our 
present system, posited upon the per- 
fect finding and following of the will 
of God by every minister and by every 
church, or upon the high development 
of extraordinary gifts by every pastor 
which would make him in constant de- 
mand by other churches, has not been 
recognized for its perfectionist qualities. 
In no other part of our church life do 
we proceed in such a manner. We are 
going ahead in this area blissfully un- 
mindful of these stubborn facts, and, 
likewise, unmindful of tragic situations. 

When the total good of all ministers 
and congregations is seen to be of more 
importance than some _ supposed per- 
sonal sovereignty—wnhen groups of min- 


THE PRESBY'rERIAN OUTLOOK 


isters and congregations are willing to 
be led of the Spirit of God as individ- 
uals now are led—perhaps we shall be 
on the way toward a solution of this 


9 


problem which will not then require 
that we begin with a handicap of one- 
fifth of our churches unmanned before 
needed pastoral changes can be made. 





WHAT MANNER OF SPIRIT? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Ye know not what manner of spirit 
ye are of. Some MSS in Luke 9:55. 


yHIS IS one of the reported sayings 

of Jesus which may have more 

than one meaning, but is true 
either way it is taken. 


Perhaps Jesus meant to say: ‘‘You do 
not realize how you sound to other peo- 
ple. In your own eyes you are fighters 
for the Right, stern uncompromising 
men who will have no dealings with 
evil. Heaven itself is ready to come 
in fire at your command, to sweep evil 
from the face of the earth. You are 
defenders of the faith, champions of 
God—in your sight. But really? Really, 
you are angry men, bad-tempered, re- 
vengeful. You have been refused a 
night’s lodging, and for that you would 
kill all the people of this village. You 
would requite a slight injury with a 
terrible revenge. As you see yourselves, 
your spirit is fine, courageous, full of 
zeal; you think yourselves successors 
of Elijah. As others see you, as God 
sees you, your spirit is angry and hate- 
ful, even murderous. You do not real- 
ize what kind of spirit you are show- 
ing.”’ 


Again, Jesus may have meant to say: 
“You seem to be ignorant of the kind 
of spirit that a follower of the Son of 
Man ought to have. You are acting 
just as in the old days before you knew 
me. Your attitude and behaviour are no 
different from that of any unfriendly 
Jew [I might pick up. One could not 
tell, from what you are now proposing, 
that you had ever been with me. Those 
who are with me should be like me. 
Those who say high things about me 
should show some sign that they under- 
stand me. Yours should be the spirit of 
Christ, not of Elijah. Elijah knew no 
other way but fire. If he could not per- 
suade men, he fled from them or de- 
stroyed them. My way is different, my 
spirit is different. It should be yours; 
you do not know what manner of spirit 
the Christ-spirit is.”’ 


AKEN either way, Jesus’ words 
T are true; and meaningful today. 

Here as in Galilee there are fol- 
lowers of Jesus who call down fire from 
heaven on those who bar their way. 
Individuals, even whole magazines pub- 
lished under the Christian name, are 
devoted to bitter attacks on Christians 
who do not subscribe to the same creed. 
There are entire denominations whose 
cornerstone is denunciation; whose pro- 
fessed reason for existence, and major 
theme of published sermons, is the 
“‘apostasy”’ of all other denominations. 


“NHRISTIANS who “have not’ so 
learned Christ’ have some right 
to say to such people: You do not 

know what manner of spirit you are of. 
You do not quite realize how you look 
to the rest of the Christian world. You 
think of yourselves as crusaders, as the 
lone champions of Christ in an apostate 
world. But that is not the impression 
you give to others. Grand Inquisitors 
do not look like avenging angels except 
in their own mirrors. And then you 
have a great deal to learn about the 
true spirit of Jesus. The spirit of Eli- 
jah knows how to run away, how to 
curse, how to bring fire from heaven; 
the spirit of Jesus is different alto- 
gether. Those who say high things 
about Christ should show that they un- 
derstand him. It is by the winsome 
heart, not by loud and angry words, that 
loyalty to Christ is best made known. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 





Mary Crawford Tells Mary Baldwin 
Girls of Attitudes of Africans 

Mary Baldwin College students re- 
heard Miss Mary B. Crawford, 
missionary to the Belgian Congo, tell of 
situations faced by her and other mis- 
sionaries in Africa. ‘“‘The Congo na- 
tives,”’ she said, have a proverb, ‘Women 


cently 


are not people.’ The women and girls 
are very hard to reach. They are bound 
hy superstition and under the thumbs of 
their husbands—just chattels, posses- 
sions to be done with as the men wish.” 
Nearly the Belgian 
said, the mis- 
and whole- 
“In nearly every 
village the people greet us with open 
arms asking why we did 
sooner,” she declared. 


everywhere in 
Congo, Miss Crawford 
sionaries are immediately 
heartedly welcomed. 


not come 
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Courses Announced for Summer 
Term at Union Seminary 


Courses to be offered in the summer 
session at Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond have been announced by Don- 
ald W. Richardson, dean of the graduate 
department. Beginning August 1 and 
closing August 29, four classes will be 
provided for candidates for the master’s 
and doctor’s degrees and for other min- 
isters on vacation. ‘‘Preaching Today,” 
will be taught by President B. R. Lacy, 
Jr., “‘The Parables of Jesus,’”’ by James 
£. Bear, ‘‘Contemporary American The- 
ology,” by John N. Thomas, and ‘“‘Stud- 
ies in the Life of Christ,’’ by Dr. Rich- 
ardson. 


Alumni Are Quizzed About 
Future College Development 


Alumni of Davidson College have 
been asked some pointed questions by 
the president of their alumni associa- 


tion, Thomas D. Sparrow, Charlotte, N. 
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C., physician. In an effort to study the 
future of the liberal arts college this 
doctor wants to know what former stu- 
dents think about necessary changes in 
the curriculum. Most Davidson stu- 
dents, he says, have been preparing for 
business or medicine; a number are pre- 
ministerial students. Would it be best 
for Davidson to concentrate on these 
fields? he asks. Again, he wants to 
know what the Army-Navy methods of 
teaching have brought to light about the 
intensive study of a few subjects at a 
time. 

Thinking of the present soldiers and 
sailors, Dr. Sparrow asks if special pro- 
vision should not be made for these who 
may not have proper entrance certifi- 
cation. Furthermore, some _ change 
must be made in the athletic policy, he 
declares. The question must be faced 
to whether Davidson should try 
to form a league with certain schools 
of its approximate size, he insists, or 
whether the college should “step out 
into the first line and meet competi- 
tion,’ with the alumni “helping to foot 
the bill until the program” is adequately 
started. 

Davidson is a church-related college 
the alumni president says. “The church 
claims the right to dictate the school’s 
policies and it should. Yet, it, as an or- 
ganization, contributes an insufficient 
amount of money to Davidson College to 
run it for a week. Should not the 
church, as an institution, give more lib- 
erally to the college? . Should Da- 
vidson be content to remain a ‘good lit- 
tle college,’ or should it aspire to a po- 
sition of leadership and become a great 
college?”’ 


as 


When he has the answers from Da- 
vidson’s alumni Dr. Sparrow proposes 
to let the board of trustees know what 
they think. 


“Very Select” Group of Students Found 
To Be Church Members; List. Needs 


College students are church members 
(98.3 per cent) and they are pretty well 
satisfied with church life in their home 
churches, according to a survey of pre- 
college religious activity-interest regis- 
tration of 212 students, reported by 
Joseph M. Garrison, director of student 
work for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

Almost the entire group furnishing 
the information were church members 
when they enrolled in college—203 out 
of the 212. While at home 178 said they 
attended church regularly, 35 occasion- 
ally, 3 most of the time, and 1 very 
rarely. Were they satisfied with the 
church life in those churches? Thirty- 
two per cent reported much satisfaction, 
61 per cent average; 7 per cent dissatis- 
faction. 

Mr. Garrison calls the students re- 
sponding ‘‘a very select group,” and 
goes on to report. the religious needs 
which 90 of them are aware of in their 
own lives as follows: Help toward 
bringing religion into everyday life, 44; 
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help toward gaining a sincere interest 
in the church, 27; and help toward a 
better understanding of the Bible, 19. 
“That these students see these needs is 
one of the encouraging signs in our 
troubled world,’’ he declares. ‘They 
offer the church a real opportunity for 
vital Christian work.” 

Mrs. Philip A. Roberts, wife of the 
pastor at Farmville, Va., died March 
30. She was the former Miss Emma 
Woodard Leary of Richmond, 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Joseph M. Garrison, director of stu- 
dent work for the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., Louisville, 
Ky., has accepted a 
call to the pastorate 
of the Church of 
the Covenant, 
xyreensboro, N. C., 
where R. Murphy 
Williams, now re- 
tired, has served 
since 1906. Before 
taking the direction 
of the church’s stu- 
dent work in 1941, Mr. Garrison was 
pastor of the First Church, Columbia, 
Mo., near the campus of the University 
of Missouri. 

Harry M. Moffett, Jr., pastor of the 
First Church, Columbia, Mo., since 1941 
has accepted a call to the University 
Church, Austin, Texas. 

Walter H. Styles, of Paint Gap, N. C., 
member of the senior class at Columbia 
Seminary, is to become pastor of the 
Black Mountain, N. C., church after the 
close of the seminary term. 

Joseph R. Walker, former Paducah, 
Ky., pastor, has begun his work as min- 
ister of the First Church (USA), Bloom- 
ington, Ind., where he will also direct 
Presbyterian student activities on the 
campus of Indiana University. 











PAGEANT’S PROGRESS 

“The Giant of the Wastelands,”’ a pa- 
geant by Joe H. Carter, Anderson, S, C.., 
reported in this column last year, has 
been printed in the Christian Rural Fel- 
lowship Bulletin for wide distribution in 
28 denominations and 23 different 
countries. The pageant shows the re- 
sults of man’s neglect of the land on 
which and from which he lives; it sug- 
gests ways in which man can resist the 
ravages of the wastelands; and it sum- 
mons man to a deeper loyalty to the 
eternal laws as they relate to the land 
on which he lives. It is thought that 
the pageant has been produced in about 
half the states in this country. 


CRAPLAINS 


R. L. Alexander from Harvie Point, 
N. C., to USNAS, Opa Locka, Fla. 
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John J. Marse from Fleet P. O., San Maine, to 1400 Custom House, Boston 
Francisco, to Naval Air Facility, Co- 9, Mass. 
lumbus 3, Ohio. Frederick Volbeda from New River, 
Paul C. Morton from Rockland. N. C., to care Fleet P. O., San Francisco. 
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W. C. Carpenter, Member of 

OUTLOOK Directors Board, Dies 
Warwick C. Carpenter, member of 

the board of directors of THE PRESBY- 


PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


council, and for six years, until his re- 
tirement last year, he was its president. 


Protestant Film Commission to 


TERIAN OUTLOOK, died at his home Be Agency for Production 

in Richmond, March 29. Mr. Carpenter = ’ 

. : : . . aaa New York (RNS).—Final organiza- 

was an elder in Mizpah Church. For : 2 p 
tion of the Protestant Film Commis- 


24 years a member of Richmond’s city 
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sion, which has been under considera- 
tion by Protestant church bodies for al- 
most a year, will soon be completed, ac- 
cording to Rome A. Betts, ad interim 
committee chairman. 

Twenty-two denominations and twelve 
interdenominational agencies are to un- 
derwrite the commission for two years. 

The commission will as an 
agency for production of religious films, 
make a coordinated approach on behalf 
of churches to the motion picture indus- 
try, and faster use of audio-visual aids. ~ 


serve 





It Happened to Me 





GROUP of young people in my 

church came to me and informed 

me that old Aunt Mabe, some 
ninety years young and twice married, 
was courting. They were dead sure she 
was going to be married and that I must 
perform that ceremony. I tried to dodge 
that but these young 
folks smart for me. They 
came just at supper time to say that it 
was to be that evening, license bought 
and everything ready at her house and 
that I was elected. There was no dodg- 
ing the issue and so at the set time I 
appeared. The young folks were all 
After examining the license to 
determine whether it would be perfectly 
legal, I suggested that the couple pre- 
sent themselves for the ceremony, which 
they did. But, she having been married 
only twice before and he once, they got 
mixed and were on the wrong side. In 
attempting to straighten this out, an 
old maid of some fifty winters sitting by 
the fireside offered her opinion as to 
how they should stand. This was en- 


responsibility, 


were too 


there. 


tirely too much for the experience of 
ninety years and two marriages, and 
Aunt Mabe turning to her would-be 


helper sternly said, “‘I’d wait till I had 
been married a couple of times before I 
tried to help anybody else get married.” 
All of this to the audible titter of the 
assembled group put me in prime condi- 
tion to say to eld Aunt Mabe, ‘‘Do you, 
Mabella June, take this man to be your 
wedded husband and you promise 
till death do you part?’”’ Well, any way, 
they were tied up whether they lived 


do 


happily ever after, and death wasn’t 
too far off after all. 
HARVEY H. ORR 


Eleanor, W. Va. 


DID YOU KNOW? 








—that 219 ministers, members of 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., have 
retired the fund was started 
four years ago? 

—that the total assets of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund increased $570,- 
999, last year to a total of $4,797,- 
179? 


since 


—R. L. ST. CLAIR 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Pioneers 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


of Faith 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Gen. 12-50; Acts 7:2-18. 


LESSON FOR APRIL 15 
Printed Text Gen. 


12:1-2, 6-7; 18:1-8, 16; Acts 


7:4-7, 12-17 


Our lessons this quarter give us a 
rapid survey of Bible history—high- 
lights in the unfolding drama of re- 
demption—from Genesis to Revelation. 
This week we are concerned with the 
pioneers of faith—Abraham, Isaac, Ja- 
cob and Joseph, whom subsequent gener- 


ations of Israelites, and later Chris- 


tians, were to honor as patriarchs. Be- 
eause of limitations on our space we 
will confine ourselves, as does. the 


printed text, to the first named, whom 


Jews, Mohammedans and _ Christians 
alike revere as the friend of God and 


the pioneer of faith par excellence. 


I. The Call of Abraham 


Abraham and his family lived origi- 
nally in Ur of the Chaldees. Ur, at this 
time, was the center of a great civiliza- 
tion which had grown up in the Meso- 
potamian Valley, rivaling that of the 
Nile. This civilization reached its 
height under the reign of Hammurabi, a 
contemporary of Abraham, probably to 
be identified with Amraphel, mentioned 


in Gen. 14. It was an idolatrous civi- 
lization. Ur itself was a sacred city, 
devoted to the worship of the moon- 
goddess, Sin. Abraham’s own father, 
Terah, according to the account in 
Joshua 24:2, participated in this wor- 
ship. 

For some reason not given in ‘the 
Bible, Terah left Ur and set out for 


the land of Canaan, a journey of nearly 
a thousand following the usual 
detour to the north. It is usually as- 
sumed that Terah was moved to take 
this journey by the religious zeal of 
his son Abraham. The basis for this 
assumption is the statement made by 
Stephen (reflecting the rabbinical tra- 
dition) that ‘‘the God of Glory appeared 
unto our Father Abraham when he was 
in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 
Haran, aud said unto him, Get thee out 
of thy land and from thy kindred and 
come into the land which [ shall show 
thee.” (Acts 7:2.) 

One of the latest commentators on 
Genesis advances another theory. He 
points out that previous to Hammu- 
rabi’s the worship of Sin, the 
moon-goddess, was the official religion 
of Babylon, in whose territory Ur was 
located. Hammurabi, however, estab- 
lished the worship of Shamash, the sun 
god. This religious revolution, he con- 
jectures, drove the adherents of the 
old religion, among whom Terah was 
numbered, to make a pilgrimage from 
Ur, the southern center of the worship 


miles, 


reign, 


of Sin, to Haran, the northern sanc- 
tuary of’ the moon-goddess. It may well 
be that Terah and Abraham had differ- 
ent reasons for leaving Ur, Terah 
cause he was dissatisfied with the re- 
ligious revolution affected by Hammu- 
rabi; Abraham because he was dissatis- 
fied with idol worship in general, and 
because the call of the God 
was urging him on. 

In any case the company halted in 
Haran, 550 miles north of Ur, and one 
of the principal towns of northern Meso- 
potamia. It was the converging point 
of the commercial routes from Babylon 
to the south, Nineveh to the east and 
Damascus to the west. As already in- 
dicated it was the second Mesopotamian 
city, now the chief one devoted to the 


be- 


one true 


worship of the moon-goddess. Abra- 
ham remained there until after the 
death of his father Terah. (Acts 7: 
4.) 


There God manifested himself to him 
a second time, commanding him to leave 
his country, his kindred, and his fa- 
ther’s house. These are cumulative ex- 
pressions which show the greatness of 
the sacrifice commanded. He must leave 
behind him all that was familiar and 
dear. His kindred worshipped a multi- 
tude of deities (31:30), and his faith 
in the one true God took him away from 
such associations. On the other hand 
there was much to gain. God promised 
him (1) a land, which he would show 
him; (2) a seed or posterity, sufficiently 
numerous to constitute a great nation; 


(3) a blessing which he and his seed 
should enjoy which ultimately they 
would communicate to all the families 


of the earth, 


II. The Response of Abraham 


ed 


Abraham 75 


time. 


was years old at the 
His wife, ten years younger, was 
childless, and it seemed impossible for 
him to found a family. Nevertheless 
he went out, the writer of Hebrews says, 
“by faith, not knowing whither he 
went.’”’ He took with him his beloved 
wife, Sarah, and his nephew, Lot, to- 
gether with their household servants. 
He also took his domestic animals and 
his other possessions, facing the very 
danger of desert robbers. We must 
not think that we have here merely the 
travels of a childless couple and their 
nephew and servants. Rather it is the 
migration of a tribe. Abraham is not 
merely the husband of Sarah, and uncle 
of Lot, but the chief of his tribe. Gene- 
sis 14:14, which states that Abraham 
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was the leader of 318 fighting men in 
his own house, would indicate that he 
had a following of at least 2,000 per- 
sons. Geikie points out that he was 
always regarded by the Canaanite kings 
as their equal and allied himself with 
them as such. 

The journey was a long and hard one, 
about 300 miles in length, westward 
and then southward along the Jordan. 
Dean Stanley gives us a vivid picture 
of the caravan: ‘‘All their substance is 
heaped high on the back of their kneel- 
ing camels. The slaves that they had 
bought in Haran run along by their 
sides. Around them are their flocks of 
sheep and goats and the asses, moving 
beneath the towering forms of the 
camels. The chief is there, amidst the 
stir of movement or resting at noon, 
within his black tent, marked out from 
the rest by his cloak of brilliant scar- 
let, by the filet of rope which binds 
the loose handkerchief round his head, 
by the spear which he holds in his 
hand to guide the march and to fix the 
encampment.”’ 

We are not told anything about the 
fatigue and perils of the way; simply 
that ‘‘they went forth into the land of 
Canaan and into the land of Canaan 
they came.’ We must not think that 
Abraham had reached an unknown or 
empty country. “The road to Canaan 
had been trodden for centuries by cara- 
vans and armies, by emissaries and 
travelers. The whole range of Pales- 
tine, as the Babylonian inscriptions and 
the pictures and inscriptions on Egyp- 
tian tombs testify, was even in those 
early days a fairly well developed land. 
Semitic invaders known as Amorites 
had displaced the earlier settlers some 
centuries before and introduced a com- 
mon civilization of some strength. At 
the same time, Palestine contained then 
(as it has down to very recent times) 
much unoccupied land which was open 
to the occasional visits of any wander- 
ing tribe.’ 

Abraham traveled on through this 
land till he came to Shechem, the cen- 
tral spot in Palestine, unto the Oak of 
Moreh. The phrase, “Oak of Moreh,” 
should be really translated “the oak 
of the oracle giver.’’ It was a sacred 
tree connected with the sanctuary at 
Shechem, the deity resident in the tree 
(tree worship was common among the 
Semites), giving oracles to the inquisi- 
tor. This particular tree is mentioned 
again in Gen, 35:4 and in Joshua 24:25. 
A proper understanding of the phrase 
prepares us for the next statement: 
“And the Canaanite was then in the 
land.”’ ‘Does not this statement startle 
us and seem to mock Abraham’s faith? 
Instead of getting away from idolatry 
he had gotten into it worse than ever. 
Instead of finding a richer country, he 
had found a rocky strip of coast. He 
had left an old and splendid civiliza- 
tion for half-civilized tribes. Did it ever 
euter the old man’s heart that his faith 
was an illusion and delusion and that 
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he had been fooled and had made a 
blunder?”’ 

Perhaps so, for Abraham was only 


human. But if so it was only for a mo- 
ment, for there ‘‘Jehovah appeared unto 
Abram and said, Unto thy seed will I 


give this land.” 


How did God appear to Abraham? 
Says Miss Tarbell: ‘“‘The expression 
means that God became to Abraham a 
great reality. In Canaan it became 
clear to Abram that the Creator of 
heaven and earth and man was not 
only a great reality, but that he was 


with him, aud that wherever Abraham 
went he would be under his protection 
and guidance.” If Abraham 
couraged at the outlook of things in the 
land, this promise 
tainly encouraged for he imme- 
diately set about consecrating the land 
to the worship of Jehovah. He up 
an altar that daily bore witness to the 
Canaanites of a better faith and a truer 
God. 


was dis- 


new renewed cer- 


him, 


set 


He strengthened his own faith by 


imparting it to others. 
In Gen. 18:1-8 we read how three 
visitors came at midday to Abraham 


who entertained them with true Eastern 
hospitality. Lane, in Modern Egyptians, 
says we have here a perfect picture of 
the manner in which a modern Bedouin 
sheik receives travelers arriving at his 
encampment. He immediately orders his 
wife or woman to make bread; slaugh- 
ters a sheep or some other animal and 
dresses it in haste; milk 
and any other may 
have ready at 
If of high 
rank, he stands by them while they eat, 
as Abraham did 

Who Abraham’s 
18:1 it is said, ‘“‘The Lord appeared 
unto him’: in 22 it is said, “The 
men turned their faces from thence and 
went toward Sodom; but Abraham stood 
before the Lord.” In chapter 19 it 
said, ‘‘There came two angels to Sodom 
at even.’ These would indi- 
cate that Jehovah himself and two an- 
gels 


and bringing 
provisions that 
hand all 


these persons 


he 


sets before his 


guests. be 


in this case.” 


were visitors? In 


vs. 


is 
passages 


(i. e@., messengers) 
Abraham in human guise. Abraham 
recognized the rature of his visitors 
only gradually. The truth dawned upon 
him perhaps when one of them showed 
that he could read the thoughts of 
Sarah. The deference shown by the pa- 
triarch from the outset toward his three 
visitors was merely the courtesy which 
he wished to show distinguished guests, 
The story illustrates the close and inti- 
mate relationship between Abraham and 
his God—his consciousness of God’s im- 
mediate presence the 
affairs of men. 


appeared to 


and interest in 
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Abraham made no permanent settle- 
ment in Canaan. ‘The early emigrants 
were not settled folk but went where 
pastures were rich and there was water. 
If people objected to them, they pre- 
ferred to move on rather than fight, for 
all they owned could travel, and there 
was always new land before them.’”’ So 
removed from Shechem unto the 
mountain on the east of Bethel, which 
was on the west and Ai was on the east. 
And there he built a new altar to Je- 
hovah, to keep aflame the fires of his 
devotion. And Abraham journeyed go- 
ing on still toward the south. As the 
writer to the Hebrews puts it, ‘‘By faith 
(Abraham ) 


he 


became a sojourner in the 
land of promise, as in a land not his 
own, dwelling in tents, with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promise; for he looked for the city 
which hath the foundation whose buil- 
der and maker is God. (Together with 
Abel and Enoch and Noah) Abraham 
died in faith, received the 
promises, but having seen them and 
them from and having 
confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.” (Heb. 11:9-11, 
13.) 

The chapters of Genesis 
tell us how the promise made to Abra- 
ham was repeated to Isaac and Jacob; 
how Joseph, one of Jacob’s twelve sons, 
preserved his brethren from the famine; 
how Jacob’s descendants, the Israelites, 
settled in the land of Egypt; how Jacob’s 


not having 


greeted afar, 


remaining 


vones, at his own request, were carried 
back his 
faith in the promise made to his fathers. 
And faith in God’s eternal purpose 
was kept alive among men, 


to Palestine as a witness to 


so 


Ill. The Significance of Abraham's 


Faith, 


Abraham lived in the midst of a poly- 
theistic and idolatrous civilization. But 
somehow there came to him the assur- 
ance that back of the sun, the moon 
and the stars that his people worshipped 
there was one universal God. 
the men in the world who 
had a living faith in the one true God. a 
strong grip on monotheism in the midst 
of a polytheistic world, 


He was 


one of few 


As we read the story we cannot help 
wondering that this God 
manifested himself unto Abraham, how 
it was that he unto him. Did 
write in the skies in 
flaming letters of fire or speak in tones 
that reverberated like thunder through 
the hills? Not likely. As Miss Tar- 
bell suggests, ‘“‘The writer did not any 
more than the Orientals of the present 
day imagine that God spoke to the out- 
ward ear. God has spoken to me is 
a common Arab phrase today, when a 
man feels a deep impression on his 
soul.”’ 

Under the simple statement, ‘God 
said to Abraham” there are hidden, it 
may be, many years of questioning and 
meditation, in which Abraham was 
searching anxiously to learn the divine 


how it was 


spoke 


he his message 


APRIL 9, 1945 


will. Finally there came to him the 
conviction, which he felt confident was 
born of God, that he must leave his 
country, his kindred, his father’s house 
in order that faith in the living God 
might bear its fruit in the world. What 
made this action of Abraham of such 
great importance, what led him to be 
considered the Father of the Chosen 
People, what made him the acknowl- 
edged founder of the three great mono- 
theistic faiths—Judaism, Mohammed- 
anism and Christianty——-was that he 
left country and kindred and sought 
unknown lands under the firm convic- 
tion that he was obeying the commands 
of an unseen God who was ruler of 
heaven and earth. While others wor- 
shipped sun and moon and stars and 
bowed down to idols of wood and stone, 
Abraham recognized the God who spoke 
to man’s heart and conscience and mind. 
And the response recorded in Gen. 
12:1-4 was only the first step in a life- 
long adherence to an invisible, spiritual, 
supreme being. As the writer to the 
Hebrews put it: ‘“‘By faith Abraham 
went out, not knowing whither he went. 

By faith he became a sojourner 
in the land of promise as in a land not 
his own for he looked for the 
city which hath the foundation whose 
builder and maker is God.” 

The important thing was that Abra- 
ham heard. ‘God is no more silent to- 
day than he was in the days when men 
were pictured as having direct converse 
with him,’”’ Herbert L. Willett says, ‘but 
most of us are so rushed with life that 
we are poor listeners and miss the mes- 


sage that should reach our hearts.” Is 
this true? How does his voice come 


to us? What is it that obscures his 
message? What is it that enables us 
to hear him better? What is the place 
and power and the modern equivalent 
of an altar of worship in our lives? 
Does God still bid men to sacrifice pres- 
ent certainties for future good? In 
what way? What did Jesus mean when 
he said, “Every one that forsaketh 
houses or brethren or sisters or father 
or mother or wife or children or lands 
for my sake shall receive a hundred-fold 
in this life and in the life to come ever- 
lasting life’? What does it mean to 
have faith in the God of Abraham? 
Is belief all that is necessary? 
must there be a willingness to act on 
that belief? In the last war Donald 
Hanky, a soldier saint, said, ‘“‘Religion 
is betting your life that there is a God.” 
What did he mean? Is it easier or 
harder for us to have faith in God than 
it was for Abraham? What are the 
great ventures of faith to which God is 
calling men today? Is faith necessary 
only in religious affairs? Does a man 
who believes that there is a God who 
created the world have any more faith 
than the man who believes it happened 
only by chance? Is it reasonable to 
have faith in God, or in a city whose 
maker and builder is God? What value 
does such faith have today? What dif- 
ference does it make? 


Or 
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BOOK SECTION 





Help for the Disabled 


NORMAL LIVES FOR THE DIS- 


ABLED. By Edna Yost. The Macmil- 
lan Company, New York. 298 pages. 
$2.50. 


This book was written as a help to 
all people who are handicapped and dis- 
abled. Its thesis is that the key to 
the solution of the problems faced by 
the disabled is in the inner life of the 
person affected—‘the man himself is 
the only unique factor in a_ physical 
handicap”; the handicapped man must 
“face that man-deep-within-him”; ‘the 
handicapped man’s future is dependent 
upon whether the ‘inner man’ prefers 
to work or loaf.” This ‘‘inner man’ is 
the key adjustment at home, at 
work, society, etc. In addition to 
presenting clearly the significance of the 
life-attitude of the person involved, the 
book makes a convincing case of what 
handicapped people have done and thus 
can do; presents techniques to be used 
by them and names agencies that give 
specialized help. This book is to be 
commended for the philosophy of life it 
promotes and for the practical helps it 
gives. It will be very useful for dis- 
abled persons and for everyone who 
works with them. The author has writ- 
ten a good book at a good time. 


to 
in 


T. WATSON 
Fulton, Mo. 


STREET. 


PAUL FOR EVERYONE. By C. W. 
Quimby. The Macmillan Co., New York, 
176 pp. $2.00. 

This is a_ well-written, interesting 
book, not sketching Paul’s life, but pre- 
senting the man under the following 
chapter headings: The Tormented Per- 
secutor; The Belated Convert; The Ea- 
ger Apostle—His obscure career; The 
Pioneer Missionary—tThe principles and 
methods of his campaigns; The Pastor 
Letter-writer; The letters, their writ- 
ing; The Pastor Teacher—tThe letters, 
their contents; The Christian Thinker 
—His mental background; The Gospel 
Preacher—His message; The Trium- 
phant Martyr—The disputed closing 
years; The Practical Saint—His achieve- 
ments, It is a book that will appeal to 
the average reader and has much in it 
that all will profit by and delight in. 
All will not agree on some of the in- 
terpretations of Paul. To this reviewer 
the author’s interpretation of the mean- 
ing of the Cross is very inadequate. For 
many the chief criticism will be that 
the author does not view Paul as an in- 
spired writer, but only as an inspiring 
one. It is a book which is well worth 
reading, with discrimination. 


JAMES E. BEAR. 
Richmond, Va. 
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TOWARD THE UNDERSTANDING 
OF EUROPE. By Ethan T, Colton. As- 
sociation Press, New York. 86 pages. 
$1.00. 

Out of an intimate experience of more 
than twenty years residence in Europe, 
during much of which time he was a 
close associate of John R. Mott, Colton 
appraises the hatreds, jealousies, and 
misunderstandings of the various peo- 
ples in that continent. In very objec- 
tive fashion he clearly analyzes the fail- 
ures of past efforts to secure a perma- 
nent peace upon that continent, and 
points the way towards a settlement of 
these differences and an end to these 
former failures. America is given her 
share of the blame, though no nation is 
without guilt. Sacrifice on the part of 
all people is demanded, if another war 
is to be prevented. This is a book 
written by a capable author with no axe 
to grind, no propaganda to advance, and 
no pet theory to outline. It is chal- 
lenging and helpful, 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS. 
Greenville, S. C. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Prayer for a Child. By Rachel Field. 
Illustrations by ‘Elizabeth Orton Jones. 
The Macmillan Co., New York. 32 pp. 
$1.50. (Beautifully illustrated prayer for 
one little girl which is in reality a prayer 
for boys and girls all over the world. 

Jesus the Christ. By Charles Cullen. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville-New York. 


88 pp. $2.50. Fulfilling the artist’s “life- 
long ambition to illustrate: the noblest 
poem of all, the Life of Christ. Forty 


pen drawing. 

Esar’s Comic Dictionary. 
Harvest House, New York. 
Funny 


By Evan Esar. 
313 pp. $2.00. 
and not-so-funny definitions of 
common words, some old, some new. 

I Give You Texas! By Boyce 
The Naylor Co., San Antonio. 
$2.00. Tall tales of Texas. 


House. 
100 pp. 
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MEMORIAL 


RICHMOND FRANCIS DILLARD 

Richmond Francis Dillard died Wednes- 
day afternoon, September 27, 1944, at his 
home in Blackstone. Funeral services 
were conducted by Dr. N. L. Dennis and 
the Reverend Thomas A. Fry, Jr., assisted 
by Rev. T. G. Faulkner, Rev. Miles M. Aus- 
tin and Rev. J. W. Leggett Friday at 3:30 
P. M. in the Blackstone’ Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr. Dillard, who was born in “Shelley,” 
Sussex County, July 2, 1863, was the son 
of Richmond Francis Dillard and Martha 
Massenburg. In his early boyhood Mr. 
Dillard came to Nottoway and with the 
exception of a few years of business in 
Big Stone Gap, he spent the remainder of 
his life in Nottoway County. 

In_ 1895 he was married to Margaret 
Dupluy Epes. Mr. and Mrs. Dillard con- 
tributed much to the welfare of their com- 
munity. ‘For almost sixty years he was 
an elder in the Presbyterian Church and 
served at different times as commissioner 
to the General Assembly of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and as moderator of 
East Hanover Presbytery in 1931. 

He was elected president of the Citizens 
Bank and Trust Company in 1931 in which 
capacity he served until his death. He 
was also president of Dillard-Crawley 
Hardware Company with which he was 
connected for sixty years. 

Few men have been more faithful or 
loyal to the church. His pastors could say 
of him that he was never absent from any 
church service without a good reason, 
never shirked a duty, nor declined to ac- 
cept an assignment. He was a faithful 
tither and large contributor to all causes 
of the church and to many persons in 
need. Many have shared the hospitality 
of his home and have been refreshed by 
the strength of his character. His faith 
was beautifully simple but steadfast; his 
iife, an inspiration to pastor and people. 
“He walked with God and was not; for 
God took him.” 

We recommend that this memorial be 
read in the presence of the congregation, 
copies sent to the family, and copies to 
the ,Blackstone Courier and to the church 
papers for publication. 

Committee: 

REV. THOMAS A. FRY, ‘ 
. E., J. HARVIE HARDAWAY, 
. E.. A. EPES HARRIS. 
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Things or People? 


The great and growing wealth of the South is largely al sorbed in the agricultural and 
industrial development of this rapidly expanding section of our country. 


OUR EXPANDING NEEDS 


Philanthropists of the East and North have given large sums for education in the South 
principally for the Negro and the mountaineer. 


What a' out the further need of these groups and of the great number of other | oys and 
girls who will serve not only the South | ut the other parts of our nation and of the world? 


Our Christian colleges in the South present an opportunity and an appeal scarcely 
equalled in all the world. There is no conflict of the Christian college with State university. 
Each has its clearly defined field. 


The college of the Church seeks to | uild up character—transforming the ‘‘iron into 
steel.” The university of the State lays great emphasis on the development of skilled 
farmers, artisans, professional men and women—turning the ‘‘steel into tools.’’ Increas- 
ingly the technical and professional schools are demanding greater maturity of intellect 
and character. 


THINK ON THESE THINGS 


1. Millions of dollars should | e invested in the | est colleges of the South, and Pres! y- 
terians should lead in this. Our men and women of wealth have not li. erally responded as 
many have in other parts of America All should give something—some should give large 
sums 


2. The returns from investments in these colleges has | een marvelous They prepare 
men and women for truer citizenship and for finer leadership in all walks of life 


The products of the college are of expanding and lasting | enefits The chief ad- 
vantage which comes to their students is not in the wealth which their | road culture enal les 
them to amass, nor in the high position for which they are prepared, | ut in the enlargement 
and enrichment of their personalities, in the a: ility which it gives to them to know and to 
fulfill God's plan for their lives, and to | ecome workers together with Him. 


James J. Hill. the great railroad | uilder of the Northwest, recognized this and 
said: “The small Christian coilege is the hope of America. (Character is 
essential to statesmanship, and these colleges are vital factors in the de- 
velopment of sterling character.”’ 


4. These colleges have a unique and necessary place in the life of the Church and of the 
nation. They seek to | uild up men and women who can think deep and straight, who 
understand people in their deepest needs, who want to serve their own generation, who have 
the right aim, the true Christian motive, who have the strength of character to carry on and 
who look to God for guidance and wisdom and power. 


YOUR SYNOD NEEDS YOUR HELP — PRAY, COOPERATE, GIVE 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Executive Secretary 
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